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LAWRENCE AP SEMINAR 
WHITE STATION HIGH SCHOOL 

CURRICULUM MAP 2020-2021* (SEMESTER 1) 
(*Like everything in life, subject to change.) 

Week 1 QUEST FOCUS AND SKILLS QUESTIONS TO ANSWER 
SEMESTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
TO SEMINAR 
 
Mastering the 
basics and 
understanding 
the important 
groundwork 
needed before I 
commence 
research. 
Avoiding 
plagiarism. 
College Board 
assessments. 
Analyzing 
Argument and 
Constructing 
Argument 

QUEST 
• Introductions 
• The Seminar Timeline 
• Assessments (PT1/TMP, PT2/IMP, EOC)  
• Assessment Rubrics (Papers, Presentations, EOC) 
• Terminology (THE LANGUAGE OF ARGUMENT) 
• Using research data and navigating EBSCO 
• The difference between research and opinion articles and why it 

matters 
• Structure of Argument – Analysis vs. Construction 
• Evaluating Evidence and Reporting on the Findings 
• Working in a Group – Setting Norms 
• The elevator pitch (Who are you, Why did you choose Seminar? 

What will you contribute to the class? What will you take away from 
the class? (What is you learning goal in this class?) What worries 
you? What do you feel confident about? 

• The College Board policy against plagiarism and falsification of 
information 

• Citation styles 
• Socratic Seminars (online) as a way to share ideas and information 
• Preparation and Time Management in Seminar 
 

• What is Seminar? 
• How is Seminar different from other classes I 

take? 
• How does Seminar prepare me for Research? 
• How important is it for me to master the language 

of argument? 
• What is the difference between analysis and 

construction when it comes to argument? Are 
different skills required for each? 

• What does it mean to evaluate evidence? 
• Do I have to work in a group? What if I don’t like 

my group members? 
• How am I graded for group (collaborative) work? 
• Why do I have to use research papers for my 

research? 
• Can I use another database besides EBSCO? 
• How do I access my College Board account?  
• Why does direct instruction end in December? 
• Who will help me after December? 
• How do I avoid plagiarism? 
• What is a citation style? 
• Which citation style is required in Seminar? 
• Where can I find a reliable (up to date resource) 

for my citation style? 
• What is a Socratic seminar? What is its purpose 

in Seminar? How will it be graded? 
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TEXTS 
NOTE: You will 
be advised when 
to prepare texts 
for discussion. It 
is expected that 
you thoroughly 
read texts, 
annotating to 
show or 
demonstrate 
your interaction 
with the text. 
While we learn 
remotely, I may 
ask you to 
submit an 
objective 
summary of a 
text. This will be 
a recorded 
grade. This is a 
specific format of 
summary, which 
I will teach you. 
Please adhere to 
the format to 
gain practice 
with precision of 
language and 
accuracy of 
detail.  
Finally, you will 
be expected to 

THE AMERICAN DREAM: LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
PART I 
Required Reading (as assigned): 
1. NEWS ARTICLE: 
(a) “A Quilt of a Country” (Newsweek, 27 September 2001) by Anna Quindlen (saved) 
(b)  
(b) “13 Artists on: Immigration” (New York Times, 19 June 2018) by Zoë Lescaze – 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/19/t-magazine/immigration-art.html 
(c) “The Case for Reparations” (The Atlantic, June 2014) by Ta-Nahesi Coates (+saved) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/ 
(d) “Governor Whitmer Declares Racism as Public Health Crisis in Michigan” - from WXYZ Detroit (5 August 2020) 
https://www.wxyz.com/news/gov-whitmer-declares-racism-as-public-health-crisis-in-michigan 
(e) “Former Minnesota police Officer Derek Chauvin Charged with Tax Evasion” - from NPR (23 July 2020) 
https://www.npr.org/sections/live-updates-protests-for-racial-justice/2020/07/23/894535746/former-minnesota-police-officer-
derek-chauvin-charged-with-tax-evasion 
(f) “Michigan Agrees to Pay Flint Residents $600 million over Water Debacle” – from NPR (20 August 2020) 
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/20/904258763/michigan-will-pay-600-million-to-flint-residents-over-water-debacle 
 
 
2. SPEECH:  
(a) “The American Dream” – Martin Luther King, Jr. (+saved) 
https://depts.drew.edu/lib/archives/online_exhibits/king/speech/theamericandream.pdf 
(b) “The Perils of Indifference” – Elie Wiesel (+saved) 
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/PDFFiles/Elie%20Wiesel%20-%20Indifference.pdf 
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ewieselperilsofindifference.html 
(c) President Barack Obama’s Speech at the 2020 Democratic National Convention (from CNN) 
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2020/08/19/barack-obama-dnc-2020-speech-full-video-vpx.cnn/video/playlists/atv-2020-
dnc-full-speeches/ 
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read beyond this 
list. Explore 
topics that are 
interesting to you 
and your group. 
Become familiar 
with navigating 
EBSCO and 
organizing data 
using an 
annotated 
bibliography, 
where required 
or necessary. 

3. HISTORICAL DOCUMENT: 
(a) The Declaration of Independence - https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript 
(b) Transcript of President George Washington’s Farewell Address (+saved) 
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/print_friendly.php?flash=true&page=transcript&doc=15&title=Transcript+of+President+Georg
e+Washingtons+Farewell+Address+%281796%29 
(c) Morgan Freeman reads John Lewis’s last words in an op-ed to the New York Times, published posthumously on 30 July 
2020: “Together, We can Redeem the Soul of Our Nation” 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXa7Vn8Ar6M 
 
4. NON-FICTION ESSAY/PERSONAL ACCOUNT:  
(a) “I Used to be a Human Being” (New York Magazine, ----) by Andrew Sullivan (+saved) 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2016/09/andrew-sullivan-my-distraction-sickness-and-yours.html 
 
(b) “My Family’s Slave” – Alex Tizon (+ pdf saved) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/06/lolas-story/524490/ 
(c) “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas” – Frederick Douglas (Chapter 7, page 64 from, “My term of actual service…” 
to page 85) 
(+ Select one from the list below – pdf to be provided):  
(d) “Fieldwork” – Manuel Muñoz 
(e) “American Work” – Richard Russo 
(f) “Notes of a Native Daughter” – Sandra Cisneros 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2016/07/sandra-cisneross-notes-of-a-native-daughter 
https://www.chicagomag.com/city-life/July-2016/Sandra-Cisneros-Pens-an-Impassioned-Note-to-Chicago/ 
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED461123.pdf (+saved pdf) 
(g) “Mobility” – Julia Alvarez 
https://www.syracuse.com/entertainment/2015/03/all-
american_writer_julia_alvarez_talks_immigrant_experience_red_pickup_before_g.html 
(h) “Trash Food” – Chris Offutt 
(h) “Invisible Wounds” – Jeff Ruliffson 
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5. SOCIAL MEDIA:  
“Selected Tweets of @WernerTwetzog” (Twitter.com), William Pannapacker 
https://twitter.com/wernertwertzog?lang=en 
 
6. LITERARY TEXTS - POETRY:  
(a) “Invictus” – William Earnest Henley (require poetry recitation) 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51642/invictus 
 
7. LITERARY LONG TEXT: 
 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Youtube link to audiobook: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cjIIIdghfM 
 
8. ACADEMIC RESEARCH PAPER (pdf posted):  
(a) “A Dark Side of the American Dream: Correlates of Financial Success as a Central Life Aspiration” (1993), Tim Kasser 
and Richard M. Ryan [Source: EBSCO/Google Scholar] 
 
9. MEDIA MUSIC VIDEO:  
(a) “Summer Camp” by Mensa 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goLtgUwFLD0 
(b) “Ms. Mojo: Top 2- Hamilton Songs” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLTDj9W_6f0 
 
10. BOOK EXCERPT:  
(a) Chasing the American Dream: Understanding What Shapes our Fortunes (2014), Mark Robert Rank, Thomas A. Hirschl, 
Kirk A. Foster – Chapter 1 (“Introduction”) (pdf posted),  
(b) The New Geography of Jobs (2013), Enrico Moretti – Chapter 3 (“The Great Divergence”) 
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/2d15/329f250466b402a61b74a79120fb24e885e4.pdf 
(c) The Broken Ladder: How Inequality Affects the Way We Think, Live, and Die (2017), Keith Payne – Introduction and 
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Chapter 1 (“Lunch Lady Economics”) 
http://www.personpsy.org/uploadfiles/file/books/brokenladder/1%20Lunch%20Lady%20Economic.pdf 
 
11. MEDIA (PODCAST) 
Why is This Happening? with Chris Hayes: “The Cost of Division” with Heather McGhee. 19 May 2020 (59 mins)  
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/calculating-cost-division-heather-mcghee-podcast-transcript-ncna1197756 
 
12. MEDIA (MOVIE CLIP) 
The Great Debaters (2007) – “The Hot Spot” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIj06I32Gao&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqoCz6uWaUkst2NWCmDxc9fV&index=2 
The Great Debaters (2007) – “The Time for Justice” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmoTJu2iOfc&list=PLZbXA4lyCtqoCz6uWaUkst2NWCmDxc9fV&index=8&t=7s 
 
PART II 
1. INFORMATIONAL LONG TEXT: 
(a) What the Eyes Don’t See, Mona Hanna Attisha (Note: If you can arrange it, I would recommend purchasing the 
audiobook as well as the printed book. The audiobook is read by the author.) 
 
2. ARTICLES:  
(a) “Coralbots” – iscience - http://isciencemag.co.uk/blog/coralbots-swarming-to-save-reefs/  
(b) “The Uninhabitable Earth” – David Wallace Wells. New York Magazine. (+saved) 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2017/07/climate-change-earth-too-hot-for-humans.html 
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/18188562/climate-change-david-wallace-wells-the-uninhabitable-
earth 
 
3. INFORMATIONAL LONG TEXT (EXCERPT): 
(a) Silent Spring (revisited) – (available as a pdf on the class website) – The American Society for Environmental History  
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/publications/papers/Silent_Spring_revisited.pdf 
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4. MEDIA (PODCAST): 
(a) Why is This Happening? with Chris Hayes: “The Uninhabitable Earth” with David Wallace Wells. 8 January, 2020. (1hr, 3 
min)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRSqselsuGQ 
 (b) “The Wicked Problem of Climate Change” with Andrew Revkin. 14 August, 2018 (59 min) (+saved) 
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/exploring-wicked-problem-climate-change-andrew-revkin-podcast-transcript-
ncna900526 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBfYKZ3D2nc 
(c) Why is This Happening? with Chris Hayes: “Abolishing Prisons” with Mariame Kaba. 9 April, 2019. (1hr, 5 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpP826ohEgc 
(d) Why is This Happening? with Chris Hayes: “Finding Solidarity in Disaster” with Rebecca Solnit 
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/finding-solidarity-disaster-rebecca-solnit-podcast-transcript-ncna1191856 
 
5. MEDIA (SHORT FILM):  
(a) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIxpHdLefGY - “Coral Reef Futures Lab” 
(b) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgFS5f_MUMg - “Coral Reefs and Climate Change” 
(c) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOsZOpp6x4c - “Scientists are Breeding Super Corals that can Survive Climate 
Change” 
(d) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHKpcnn5Tws - “A Breakthrough for Coral Reef Restoration” 
(e) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PRLJ8zDm0U - “TEDx – Coral Gardening: the Frontline in the Battle Against 
Climate Change” 
(f) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn807Vasc9E - “Alien Reefs” 
 
6. A SELECTION OF COLLEGE BOARD EXAM RESOURCES 
 
7. BOOK EXCERPT: 
(a) The New Geography of Jobs (2013), Enrico Moretti – Chapter 1 (“American Rust”) 
(b) Chasing the American Dream: Understanding What Shapes our Fortunes (2014), Mark Robert Rank, Thomas A. Hirschl, 
Kirk A. Foster – Chapter 3 (“Economic Security”) Chapter 6 (“Upward Mobility”), and Chapter 7 (“Cumulative Inequality”) 
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(c) This Fight is Our Fight (2017), Elizabeth Warren – Chapter 4 (“The Rich and Powerful Tighten Their Grip”) 
(d) The Myth of Equality (2017), Ken Wystma – Chapter 1 (“America’s White Standard”), Chapter 2 (“When the World 
Became Racist”), Chapter 3 (“Stolen Labor”), and Chapter 4 (“How Our Cities Got Their Shape”) 
(e) Evicted (2017), Matthew Desmond – Chapter 3 (“Hot Water”) and Chapter 6 (“Rat Hole”) 
 
8. LITERARY LONG TEXT: (Select one) (Note: You should begin reading this text as soon as possible. You will be 
required to complete and submit the summer reading activity for this text. There will be a specific Socratic seminar 
for discussing these texts.):  
(a) Just Mercy – Bryan Stevenson  
(b) Educated – Tara Westover  
(c) The Glass Castle – Jeanette Walls  
(d) I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou  
(e) The Color of Water – James McBride 
(f) Black Boy – Richard Wright  
(g) Born a Crime – Trevor Noah  
(h) Negroland – Margot Jefferson  
(i) A Room of One’s Own – Virginia Woolf 
 
9. SHORT STORIES: (Select three)  
“The Bet” – Anton Chekov  
“Desire’s Baby” – Kate Chopin  
“The Story of an Hour” – Kate Chopin  
“My Mother Never Worked” – Bonnie Smith Yackel  
“Eleven” – Sandra Cisneros 
“Fish Cheeks” – Amy Tan  
“Salvation” – Langston Hughes 
“The Old Man at the Bridge” – Ernest Hemingway 
 
10. ESSAYS ON DEMOCRACY (pdf to be provided) 
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(a) “Total Domination” – Hannah Arendt (A World of Ideas, 9th Edition, pages 279-290) + Questions for Critical Reading 
(b) “The Founding Fathers – The Constitution of the United States of America” (A World of Ideas, 9th Edition, pages 73-105) 
+ Questions for Critical Reading 
(c) “James Madison, Federalist No. 51: On the Separation of Departments of Power” (A World of Ideas, 9th Edition, pages 
109-117) + Questions for Critical Reading 
(d) “Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence” (A World of Ideas, 9th Edition, pages 259-266) + Questions for 
Critical Reading 
 
11. ARTICLES (https://tetw.org/): 
(a)(i) “What Makes us Happy” – Joshua Wolf Shenk (2009) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2009/06/what-makes-us-happy/307439/ 
(a)(ii) “What Makes us Happy – Revisited” – Scott Stossel (2013) (saved) 
(b) “The Futile Pursuit of Happiness” – John Gertner (2003)(saved) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/09/07/magazine/the-futile-pursuit-of-happiness.html?pagewanted=print 
(c) “The Real Truth about Money” – Greg Easterbrook (2005)(saved) 
http://content.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1015883,00.html 
(d) “Attitude” – Margaret Atwood (1983) 
http://www.humanity.org/voices/commencements/margaret-atwood-university-toronto-speech-1983 
(e) “The Science of Success” – David Dobbs (2009) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2009/12/the-science-of-success/307761/ 
(f) “Is Facebook Making us Lonely?” – Stephen March (2012) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/05/is-facebook-making-us-lonely/308930/ 
(g) “This is the Life” – Annie Dillard 
http://www.billemory.com/dillard/dillard.html 
(h) “Happiness is a Glass Half Empty” – Oliver Burkeman (2012) 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2012/jun/15/happiness-is-being-a-loser-burkeman 
(i) “Buy Experiences, Not Things” – James Hamblin (2014) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/10/buy-experiences/381132/ 
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TIMELINE Question and 
Explore 

Understand and 
Analyze Arguments 

Evaluate Multiple 
Perspectives 

Synthesize Ideas Team, Transform, 
Transmit 

Weeks 2-5 
 

The importance of 
context 
Keeping my 
information 
organized 
Developing 
proficiency and 
expertise on a 
topic. 
 
QUESTION AND 
EXPLORE 
• Contextualizing 

an issue 
• Understanding 

the importance of 
context 

• Exploring the 
complexities of 
an issue or 
problem 

• Retrieving, 
questioning, 
organizing, and 
using prior 
knowledge about 
a topic 

• Primary Sources 
vs. Secondary 
Sources 

• Annotated 

(Argument Analysis) 
Close reading to 
understand 
perspectives in an 
argument.  
(Argument 
Construction) 
The value of various 
perspectives when 
building an argument. 
 
UNDERSTAND AND 
ANALYZE 
ARGUMENTS 
• Close reading/ 

effective annotation/ 
tracking the content 
of a text/ 
diagramming 
argument 

• Primary sources vs. 
secondary sources 

• Building an 
annotated 
bibliography 

• Developing good 
citation skills 

• Perspective is 
EXPRESSED 
THROUGH AN 
ARGUMENT. The 

Getting deep into the 
language of evaluation. 
How do you evaluate 
an argument? What 
does that look like on 
the page? (The points 
in Seminar are here.) 
 
EVALUATE MULTIPLE 
PERSPECTIVES 
• An individual’s 

perspective is 
influenced by his or 
her background 
(experiences, culture, 
education), 
assumptions, and 
worldview, as well as 
by external sources. 

• Identify, compare, 
interpret multiple 
perspectives on an 
issue 

• Evaluating the 
credibility of the 
author and the 
underlying evidence 

• Evaluating the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of an 
argument 

Making it flow. Linking ideas. 
Making connections to build 
a strong argument/ establish 
a credible position. The 
components of argument. 
Threading a line of 
reasoning. 
 
SYNTHESIZE IDEAS 
• An effective argument 

uses reason and evidence 
to convey a perspective, 
point of view, or some 
version of the truth that is 
stated or implied in the 
thesis and/or conclusion. 

• An effective argument is 
supported and unified by 
carefully chosen and 
connected claims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

• State a perspective 
• Make a claim 
• Develop a thesis 
• Build a basic argument 

with reasoning and 
evidence 

• Diagramming an argument 
• Summary vs. Synthesizing 
• https://owl.excelsior.edu/or

c/what-to-do-after-

Putting it all 
together. 
 
TEAM, TRANFORM, 
TRANSMIT 
• Plan, produce, 

present a cohesive 
argument, 
considering 
audience, context, 
and purpose 

• Introduction: 
engage the 
audience by 
providing 
background and 
context 

• Thesis: convey the 
main idea of the 
argument 

• Reasons: evidence 
and evaluative (not 
opinion) 
commentary 
provide support for 
the argument 

• Counterargument: 
concession, 
refutation, and 
rebuttal – 
acknowledge 
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Bibliographies 
• The way a 

problem is 
posed, situated, 
framed, or 
contextualized 
will guide the 
inquiry process 
and influence the 
type of 
information 
needed and the 
appropriate 
method of 
gathering it. 

 

perspective includes 
the writer’s 
attitude/tone 
regarding a subject. 
The perspective 
represents the 
writer’s position on a 
topic; it is not just 
the perspective from 
which the text is 
written (1P, 2P, 3P) 

• Perspectives are not 
just oppositional. 
They can be 
concurring, 
supporting, 
complimentary, or 
contradicting. 

• Evaluating the 
relevance and 
credibility of the 
evidence underlying 
an argument 

• Evaluating the validity 
of an argument 

• Evaluating the source 
of information 

• The Language of 
Evaluation: argument 
(a claim supported by 
evidence), line of 
reasoning, thesis, 
claim, deductive, non-
deductive, premise, 
false premise, logic, 
illogical connection, 
assumptions 
(unstated or unproven 
beliefs), warrants 
(generally accepted 
understanding), 
reasons, logical 
fallacy, evidence, 
conclusion, counter 
example, counter 
argument, conclusion, 
facts, opinions, 
evidence (quality, 
relevant, persuasive, 
logical) 

• Compare and 

reading/synthesizing/ 
• Constructing and 

supporting an argument 
(line of reasoning) 

• Developing a strong line of 
reasoning with valid and 
credible supporting 
evidence 

• Avoiding 
overgeneralization and 
oversimplification in 
constructing an argument. 

• What is a 
counterargument? 

• Inductive (evidence leads 
to a conclusion = 
conclusion first) versus 
deductive (a claim 
followed by evidence = 
claim first) arguments? 

• What is a line of 
reasoning? (NOTE line of 
reasoning is based on 
PURPOSE: show 
causality, to evaluate, to 
define, to propose a 
solution) 

• Organizing an argument 
for maximum effect 
(NOTE: claims and 
supporting evidence are 
organized (chronologically, 
spatially, order of 

and/or respond to 
opposing 
arguments 

• Conclusion: 
synthesize 
reasoning, 
consider possible 
implications for the 
future and tie back 
to introduction 

• Bibliography: 
identify works cited 
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contrast importance) to convey 
reasoning and relationship 
(comparative, causal, 
correlative) 

• The message and 
audience determine how 
an argument is organized. 

• THE VALUE OF 
COMMENTARY 

• Commentary connects 
evidence back to claims 
through interpretation or 
inference, identifying 
patterns describing trends, 
and/or explaining 
relationships between 
pieces of evidence 
(causal, correlative, 
comparative). 

 
QUESTIONS TO ANSWER 

QUESTION AND EXPLORE 
How does the context of a problem or issue affect how it is interpreted or presented? 
Why does context matter? 
How important is it to talk about context? 
Is context ever irrelevant? 
How do I come to understand about an issue? (Collecting information, experience, culture, assumptions, language) 
How do pre-writing strategies help me to situate a problem in context and determine where my voice should enter the conversation? 
Why does my position matter? 
What strategies help me approach an issue and understand the complexities of an issue? 
What happens if I change my mind about an issue while I am reading about it? 
Where should I start my search for information about a topic? 
When should I stop my search for information about a topic? 
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What system or strategies should I use to gather an organize information? 
What is an annotated bibliography? How is it different from a regular bibliography? 
When should I use an annotated bibliography? 
Do I have to use primary sources? 
 
UNDERSTAND AND ANALYZE ARGUMENTS 
What does it mean to read critically? 
What strategies will help me comprehend a text? 
How do I read the structure of a text? 
How does reading structure help me comprehend a text? 
What role does tone play in understanding the context and meaning of a text? 
What annotation strategy works for me? 
Do I have to close read everything to understand its value to my research? 
What is a text? 
What’s the difference between a primary source and a secondary source?  
Are primary sources always better than secondary sources? 
Why should I use an annotated bibliography? 
How is perspective in argument different from perspective in literature? 
What is the difference between a lens and a perspective? 
How does reading around a topic inform my research?  
In what ways do perspectives differ? 
 
EVALUATE MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
How do I evaluate an argument to demonstrate that I understand the complexity around an issue? 
What do I do if an issue turns out not to be complex? 
How do I put texts “in conversation with each other”? 
How do I recognize what biases an author may have that influence his or her perspective? 
What biases do I bring to my interpretation of the argument? 
How do I evaluate evidence? 
What does it mean to evaluate evidence? What does that look like in writing and in presenting? 
How to recognize different perspectives in an argument acknowledge other perspectives? 
How do I demonstrate that I can evaluate evidence? 
How do I know whether something is true? Does it matter if something is true? 
How do I keep my personal bias in check? 
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SYNTHESIZE IDEAS 
How do I build an effective argument?  
What are the components of an effective argument? 
What does it mean to put texts in conversation with each other? 
How do I construct a valid argument? 
What line of reasoning best supports my argument? 
Is my line of reasoning logical? 
Have I taken into consideration the complexities of the problem or issue? 
What are the limitations of my argument? 
What are the implications of my argument? (positive or negative?) 
How do the limitations or implications of my argument qualify my perspective or position?  
How do I acknowledge the qualifications/limitations in my argument without undermining the strength of my position? 
What is a counter-argument? 
Have I addressed the (obvious) counterargument(s)? 
What type of argument am I making? 
How should I organize my argument? 
Why is it necessary to provide commentary on evidence? 
What proportion of my paper/presentation should be commentary? 
What is the role of commentary? 
What is included in commentary? 
Do I really need to summarize before I analyze or evaluate? 
What is my writing voice? 
 
TEAM, TRANSFORM, TRASMIT 
How do I build an argument for presentation that flows logically from one idea to the next? 
How do I connect ideas, so that my audience can easily follow my argument? 
What presentation skills do I need to persuade my audience? 
What content should be included in a presentation? 
What is the most effective way to build and deliver a presentation? 
Is presenting the same thing as acting? 
 
Weeks 6-9 
 

Selecting and developing a 
research topic and question. 

Argument Analysis 
The structure of argument is 

EVALUATE MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
Appreciating that there are more than “two sides to every 
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QUESTION AND EXPLORE 
• Identify a complex issue or 

problem 
• Construct a research question 
• Declaring the scope and 

purpose of research 
• Credibility of evidence 

depends on use of sources 
and data that are relevant and 
reliable (current, authoritative)  

• Determining the credibility of a 
source requires considering 
and evaluating the reputation 
and credentials of the author, 
publisher, site owner, and/or 
sponsor; understanding and 
evaluating the author’s 
perspective and research 
methods; and considering 
how others respond to their 
work. 

• Peer reviewed research has 
been reviewed and accepted 
by disciplinary experts. 

• News articles, while 
informative, can be opinion 
pieces, editorials, or 
investigative. 

• An argument is valid when 
there is a logical alignment 
between the line of reasoning 
and the conclusion. 

always the same. 
Determining the central idea 
of an argument with 100% 
accuracy. 
Writing an objective 
summary of an argument. 
How argument is organized. 
The language of argument 
(avoiding generalizations, 
speaking to nuance). 
 
UNDERSTAND AND 
ANALYZE ARGUMENTS 
• Identify the elements of an 

argument 
• Writers use reasoning to 

support their arguments. A 
line of reasoning in an 
argument is composed of 
one or more claims 
supported by evidence. 

• A line of reasoning is 
organized according to the 
PURPOSE of the 
argument (show causality, 
to define, to propose a 
solution…) 

• Inductive reasoning uses 
specific observations 
and/or data points to 
identify trends, make 
generalizations, and draw 
conclusions. 

story”. 
The importance of asking good questions. 
Understanding how the structure of an argument promotes 
its effectiveness.  
You cannot fake expertise. 
Being nuanced is more important than being right. 
Determining where to enter a conversation. 
 
• Perspectives are not always oppositional; they may be 

concurring, complementary, or competing. 
• Inductive reasoning uses specific observations and/or 

data points to identify trends, make generalizations, and 
draw conclusions. 

• Deductive reasoning uses broad facts or generalizations 
to generate additional, more specific conclusions about a 
phenomenon. 

• A lack of understanding of the complexities of an 
argument (tone, implications, limitations, nuance, 
context) can lead to oversimplification and/or 
generalization. 

• Critical thinkers are aware that some arguments may 
appeal to emotions, core values, personal biases and 
assumptions, and logic. 

• When evaluating multiple perspectives or arguments, 
consideration must be given to how my own personal 
biases and assumptions my judgment. 
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• Deductive reasoning uses 
broad facts or 
generalizations to 
generate additional, more 
specific conclusions about 
a phenomenon. 

• You will gain maximum 
points when you address 
the nuances of an 
argument: tone, 
implications, limitations, 
context (time and 
purpose). 

 
QUESTIONS TO 
ANSWER 
 

QUESTION AND EXPLORE 
What makes an effective research question? 
What is the difference between inquiry and answer? 
How do I determine the scope of my research? 
How do I decide which evidence is appropriate? 
How do I determine whether a source is credible? 
How do I assess the validity of an argument? 
 
UNDERSTAND AND ANALYZE ARGUMENTS 
How is argument structured? 
What is the argument’s main idea, and what reasoning does the author use to develop it? 
How do I articulate the main idea of an argument? 
What’s the difference between a main idea, a central idea, and a thesis? 
How does diagramming an argument help me keep the big picture in mind? 
What is an effective way of summarizing an argument? 
What is an objective summary? 
When should I summarize an argument? 
How does summary differ from paraphrase? 
How does summary differ from analysis? 
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Where can I find the thesis of an argument? 
What is the reasoning that connects the underlying claims in an argument? 
What is the difference between deductive reasoning and inductive reasoning? 
 
EVALUATE MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
How do multiple perspectives add to the complexity of an argument? 
What is inductive reasoning? 
What is deductive reasoning? 
How do I avoid the pitfalls of overgeneralization and oversimplification when analyzing and constructing argument? 
How do I keep my personal biases in check throughout the research process? 

Weeks 10-13 
 

Using EBSCO and other online 
resources to develop my 
response to my research 
question. 
 
QUESTION AND EXPLORE 
• Online databases (EBSCO, 

Proquest, JSTOR, Google 
Scholar) Web searches, and 
libraries catalog and house 
secondary and some primary 
sources. 

• Advanced search tools, 
Boolean logic, and key words 
allow researchers to refine, 
focus, and/or limit their 
searches based on a variety 
of factors (date, peer-review 
status, type of publication) 

Using another person’s 
argument to build my own. 
An argument is only as 
strong as its underlying 
evidence. 
How rhetorical strategies 
engage an audience. 
 
UNDERSTAND AND 
ANALYZE ARGUMENTS  
 
• Interpreting argument 
Context and Situation: An 
argument’s context (time 
and purpose) and 
situation (relation to the 
other related arguments) 
inform its interpretation 

• Complexity: avoid 
generalization and 
oversimplification of 
argument to maximize 
points 

My argument is only as 
strong as the strength 
of my underlying 
evidence. 
My credibility as a 
presenter is determined 
by the credibility of the 
underlying data used in 
my research. 
The nature of research 
requires that I build my 
argument existing 
research. 
I must attribute ALL 
sources and ideas that 
are not originally mine. 
If I omit to properly cite 
or attribute sources and 
ideas, or if I fabricate 
data in research, I will 
receive a score of “O” 
from the College 
Board. 
 

Preparation is the key to success 
in Capstone. 
Teams are based on tasks. 
Everyone in the Team must 
contribute to the outcome or 
product of the Team. 
Clear communication depends on 
clear and precise language. 
A visual presentation should 
guide the audience, not 
overwhelm or distract them. 
A collaborative effort requires the 
Team to collaborate on ALL 
aspects of the assignment from 
start to finish. 
Reflection is an critical aspect of 
learning. 
 
TEAM, TRANSFORM, 
TRANSMIT 
• A coherent argument is 

achieved when the elements 
and ideas in an argument flow 
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• Realize that issues are 
complex and recognize 
that there can be multiple 
perspectives on an issue 
(even if you do not agree 
with them) 

• Types of Evidence: 
qualitative vs. quantitative 

• Types of Evidence: 
Authors use varying types 
of evidence (data, facts, 
observations, predictions, 
analogies, explanations, 
opinions). The validity of a 
type of evidence will 
depend on the context and 
situation of the argument. 

• Selection of evidence: 
Authors strategically 
include evidence to 
support their claims. 

• Rhetorical strategies: 
Writers and speakers 
make specific rhetorical 
choices when they deliver 
their arguments (Appeals, 
details – language, 
emphasis, fallacies, 
qualifiers) 

• Reading critically by 
asking questions, placing 
perspectives and 
information in context  

SYNTHESIZE IDEAS 
• Evidence can be 

collected from print 
and non-print 
sources, experts, or 
data gathered in the 
field (interviews, 
questionnaires, 
surveys, 
observations) 

• Evidence is used to 
support the claims 
and reasoning of an 
argument.  

• Compelling evidence 
is sufficient, accurate, 
relevant, current, and 
credible to support 
the conclusion. 

• Evidence is chosen 
based on purpose (to 
align an argument 
with authority, to 
define a concept, 
illustrate a process, or 
clarify a statement, to 
set a mood, to 
provide an example, 
to amplify or qualify a 
point) 

• The evidence 
selected and 
attributed contributes 

logically and smoothly. 
• Transitions are use to move 

from one idea to another, 
demonstrating the relationship 
between ideas to engage your 
audience. 

• Tone or attitude about a topic 
is demonstrated through word 
choice, sentence structure, and 
use of rhetorical devices such 
as metaphors and imagery. 

• Effective sentences create 
variety, emphasis, and interest 
through structure, agreement 
of elements, placement of 
modifiers, and consistency of 
tense. 

• Precision of word choice 
reduces ambiguity, wordiness, 
and redundancy. 

• Spelling and grammar errors 
detract from credibility. 

• Headings on slides and in an 
essay can be used to 
effectively signpost an 
argument and engage and 
audience. Overuse of this 
strategy can create a 
distraction for the reader or 
audience an interrupt the 
clarity of the message. 

• Graphics can be used to 
present data and other 
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• Assessing the credibility of 
the author and the 
underlying evidence 

• Explaining and analyzing 
the logic and the line of 
reasoning of an argument 

• Balancing perspectives to 
add credibility to an inquiry  

• Using texts to build or 
expand an argument. 
Finding themes in 
argument. Connecting 
themes in argument. 

 
 

to establishing the 
credibility of my 
argument. 

• My credibility is 
enhanced by 
accurate and ethical 
attribution. 

• Plagiarism is a 
serious offense that 
occurs when a person 
presents another 
person’s ideas or 
words as his or her 
own. 

• Plagiarism can be 
avoided by accurately 
and intentionally 
attributing sources 
used in my research. 

• Source material 
should be introduced, 
integrated, or 
embedded into the 
text of an argument. 

• Quoted and 
paraphrased material 
must be properly 
attributed, credited, 
and cited following a 
style manual.  

• Whatever citation 
style is selected, it 
must be aligned to 

information. They should be 
clear, easy to see and read, 
and support the textual 
argument. 

• Choice of media can support or 
distract from a message. All 
choices relating to the delivery 
of an argument should be 
intentional and should support 
the overall message and be 
appropriate for the context, 
purpose, and audience. 

• Choices should be made to 
revise an argument to align 
with the audience, purpose, 
and medium. 

• Variety in volume, tempo, 
movement, eye contact, 
energy, tone help to 
emphasize information in an 
argument and engage the 
audience. Choices made 
should be consistent with the 
overall purpose, tone and 
message. 

• Reflection is a recursive and 
recurring process in inquiry, 
often leading to changes in 
understanding. 

• Strategies for reflection can 
include journal writing, self-
questioning, drawing, 
exploration of space, and/or 
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the academic 
discipline and used 
consistently 
throughout the 
academic paper or 
process. 

• Innovative solutions 
and arguments 
identify and challenge 
assumptions, 
acknowledge the 
importance of 
content, imagine and 
explore alternatives, 
and engage in 
reflective skepticism. 

 

guided contemplation. 
 

QUESTIONS TO 
ANSWER 

QUESTION AND EXPLORE 
What is an effective strategy for managing information and tracking evidence to support my research? 
What keywords help me streamline my search for information about this topic? 
 
UNDERSTAND AND ANALYZE ARGUMENT 
What am I looking for when I read another person’s argument? 
What is the difference between qualitative and quantitative evidence? 
Is it unethical for an author to strategically include or exclude evidence in an argument? 
What strategies might an author use to persuade a reader to come over to his or her way of thinking? 
Why might the author view the issue this way? 
Are there other ways to view the issue? 
Has the author mentioned or addressed other way to view the issue? 
 
SYNTHESIZE IDEAS 
How does the evidence amassed support the claims and reasoning in my argument? 
Is there enough diversity and variety in the selection of evidence? 
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Is the evidence compelling? What can I do to make the evidence compelling? 
How does the evidence align with the purpose of the argument? 
Have I properly cited and attributed all evidence used in the research? 
Does the argument flow? Are the sources properly integrated? 
Has evidence been used to introduce multiple perspectives and develop a compelling argument for the most viable solution? 
How do I synthesize data from a variety of sources and selected from a variety of media platforms? 
In selecting evidence, does it support the claims and reasoning of my argument, or does it detract or weaken the line of 
reasoning? 
Does my evidence meet the criteria for “compelling”? 
For what purpose have I chosen evidence? What purpose does evidence serve? What specific aspect of the argument does 
the evidence support? 
How does the evidence selected add credibility to my argument? 
How do I avoid plagiarism when referencing evidence from a variety of sources? 
What specific protocols did I follow to ensure that sources I have used are properly attributed? 
 
TEAM, TRANSFORM, TRANSMIT 
Do the elements of the argument flow clearly from one point to another? Can the audience clearly follow the argument 
without having to imply for “fill in” aspects of the argument on their own? 
Do the selected transitions make the argument clearer, or do signal words created ambiguity or confusion in the line of 
reasoning? 
Are the word choice/rhetorical choices consistent with the line of reasoning/argument, audience, and purpose of the 
argument? 
What does the overall appearance of my presentation say about the quality of my research?  
Do slide headings guide the audience with clear signposts about the line of reasoning? 

Weeks 14-18 There is real world context for the work 
that we do. 
 
UNDERSTAND AND ANALYZE 
ARGUMENTS 
• The limitations and 

implications/consequences of an 
argument may be intended or 
unintended 

Solutions should be reasonable and viable 
in a real world context. 
 
EVALUATE MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
SYNTHESIZE IDEAS 
• When proposing a solution, the 

advantages and disadvantages of the 
options and alternatives should be 
weighted against the whole within its 

True collaborative effort 
maximizes the strength of the 
group members and supports the 
skills that need developing in the 
group. 
Having a strategy for solving 
conflicts in the group is 
necessary for a healthy working 
relationship and a successful 
outcome for the team. 
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• Arguments are significant and have real-
world impact because they can 
influence the behavior or thinking of 
others (call to action, propose logical 
next steps) 

context.  
TEAM, TRANSFORM, 
TRANSMIT 
• Knowing and communicating 

my strengths and challenges to 
my group allows my 
contributions to the group to be 
more effective 

• Teams are built around tasks 
• Clarity in the task of team helps 

the teams to work more 
effectively with minimal conflict 

• Teams function at their best 
when they recognize and 
include the diversity of their 
social/cultural perspectives, 
talents, and skills 

• Teams function at their best 
when they practice effective 
(purposeful) interpersonal 
communication, consensus 
building, conflict resolution, and 
negotiation 

• Effective teams will have to rely 
on online collaborative tools 

• Learning requires practice 
through an iterative process of 
thinking/rethinking, 
vision/revision, and 
writing/rewriting. 

• Reflection acknowledges the 
impact of actions on both the 
group and individual 
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constructions, noting the 
reasons for such actions, 
assumptions made, and 
whether or not such actions and 
assumptions hindered or helped 
achieve the group’s task or my 
individual role/task. 

QUESTIONS TO 
ANSWER 

UNDERSTAND AND ANLAYZE ARGUMENT 
What is the most effective way to explore/consider the limitations and implications of an argument? 
What real world implications and limitations are delivered via this argument? 
 
EVALUATE MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
Have I thoroughly considered the advantages and disadvantages of all obvious options and alternatives for solutions? 
 
TEAM, TRANSFORM, TRANSMIT 
What protocols does my team need to put into place to succeed in the task? 
Has my team considered all “loose threads”/contradictory evidence? 
How does keeping a journal of my research activity inform my future work? 
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WHITE STATION HIGH SCHOOL  

MS. LAWRENCE  

2020/2021 Curriculum Map and Pacing Guide (YEAR) 

SEM 1  Date Range  Topics to be Covered  
   31 Aug 2020 – 4 

Sept 2020  

(5 days)  

• Online Learning Etiquette  
• Navigating the class website 
• Mastering the basics and understanding the important groundwork needed before commencing 
research  
• Avoiding Plagiarism  
• College Board Assessments and Rubrics  
• Analyzing Argument versus Constructing Argument  
• Socratic Seminar  
• Overview of texts and resources 

   8 Sept 2020 – 11 
Sept 2020  

(4 days)  

Analyzing Argument/ Synthesizing Argument Practice  

Assessment and Feedback: EOC (Part A and Part B)  

Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, EOC Part A and Part B  
   14 Sept 2020 – 25 

Sept 2020  

(10 days)  

Analyzing Argument  

Practice Assessment and Feedback: Group Presentations and Oral Defense  

Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, TMP  

PROMPT: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
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Happiness.”  

In your assigned group, determine which unalienable right is the most infringed upon in American society? 
Give specific examples from contemporary reliable news sources to support your team’s position.   

Prepare a media presentation to deliver your team’s description of the problem and the best solution to 
address the problem. Note: “Best” connotes viable/realistic/doable/valid.  

   28 Sept 2020 – 9 
Oct 2020  

(10 days)  

Constructing Argument  

Practice Assessment and Feedback: Individual Presentation and Oral Defense  

Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, IMP  

“Privilege, Luck, Providence, Purpose.” How do these words define and apply to the American Dream, both 
historically and currently? Using a combination of assigned sources and sources discovered through 
independent research, prepare an individual media presentation to deliver your argument.  

   12 Oct 2020 – 16 
Oct 2020  

Fall Break  

   19 Oct 2020 – 30 
Oct 2020  

(10 days)  

Reporting on Research/The Collaborative Research Process 
Individual Research Report and Feedback  
Topic: Democracy  
Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, IRR  

   4 Nov 2020 – 10 
Nov 2020  

(5 days)  

Group Presentations  
Assessment and Feedback  
Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, TMP  

   12 Nov 2020 – 20 
Nov 2020  

(7 days)  

The EOC (Part A and Part B)   
Assessment and Feedback  
Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, EOC Part A and Part B  
Assessment: The Pursuit of Happiness  
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   30 Nov 2020 – 18 
Dec 2020  

(21 days)  

Individual Research/ Individual Presentations   
Individual Written Argument and Individual Presentations Assessment and Feedback  
Rubrics: Participation/Annotation, IWA, IMP  
Assessment: What does it mean to be happy?  

SEM 2  Date Range  Topics to be Covered  
 5 Jan 2021 – 26 

Feb 2021  
PERFORMANCE TASK #1  

   1 Mar 2021 – 23 
Apr 2021  

PERFORMANCE TASK #2  

   26 Apr 2021 – 30 
Apr 2021  

PREP FINAL SUBMISSIONS  

   3 May 2021 – 13 
May 2021  

PREP AND TAKE EOC (Tuesday, 11 May 2021) 

   17 May 2021 – 16 
June 2021  

TRANSITIONING TO AP RESEARCH  

 

 


